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Introduction 

Why are we looking at the book of Exodus? 

The book of Exodus is a narrative, a tangible series of historical 
events, that are a demonstration of the character of God, his 
purpose and promises for his people, and it is not just the actions of 
God, but the rationale behind those actions.  

The book of Exodus is written to prepare God’s people for God’s 
work of salvation in Christ Jesus. 

Some disclaimers: 
1. We won’t be able to cover every verse in every chapter on Sundays 
2. There will be some seemingly strange or repetitive material 
3. Try your very best to get here each week. I hope it will be worth it! 
4. Take notes. Jot down questions.  
5. Pray. 



1. God’s promises being realised (1:1-7) 

The Genesis backdrop: 

Joseph’s story… 

Fruitful and multiply? 
•  Creation purposes for humanity (Genesis 1.28) 
•  Covenant promises to Abraham (Genesis 15:4,5) 

2. God’s promises under threat (1:8-22) 

The new King threatens God’s promises and anticipates the Exodus (v8-10) 

The attempts of the King to thwart God’s promises  
• v11,12  - Work them harder - but more oppression leads to more 

fruitfulness. 
• v15 - Kill the Hebrew boys, but Hebrew midwives fear God 
• v22 - Kill all first born. 

3. God’s work behind the scenes (1:15-22;2:1-10) 

The normal way God thwarts the plans and purposes of impressive human 
authorities and powers, is through apparent weakness, behind the scenes. 

Some examples: 
Hebrew midwives, Shiphrah and Puah in 1:15 

The Levite Woman, a little ‘ark’, daughter of Pharaoh, great irony! 
2:1-10 



4. An anticipation of what is to come.  (2:11-22) 

• Moses the rescuer for his people 

• The response from his people 2:14 ‘“Who made you ruler and judge 
over us? “. 

5. Knowing the God who hears, remembers, sees 
and is concerned about his people. (2:23-25) 

Ex. 2:23     During that long period, the king of Egypt died. The 
Israelites groaned in their slavery and cried out, and their cry for 
help because of their slavery went up to God.  24 God heard their 
groaning and he remembered his covenant with Abraham, with 
Isaac and with Jacob.  25 So God looked on the Israelites and was 
concerned about them.  

These opening chapters are a demonstration of not only the way in which 
God uses unexpected people who are concerned about the suffering of 
others, and the evil in the world; these opening chapters build towards and 
climax, with the revelation that, it is not just a few woman, and isolated 
individuals who are concerned about the suffering and oppression of God’s 
people, it is God himself who is deeply concerned about the suffering of his 
people.  



Some implications for us 

First …. 

Second …. 

Third …. 

Fourth… 

Fifth… 

Sixth,… 

Romans 5:6-11 

Rom. 5:6     You see, at just the right time, when we were still 
powerless, Christ died for the ungodly.  7 Very rarely will anyone die 
for a righteous man, though for a good man someone might possibly 
dare to die.  8 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: 
While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 9  Since we have now 
been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be saved from 
God’s wrath through him!  10 For if, when we were God’s enemies, 
we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son, how much 
more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life!  11 
Not only is this so, but we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation. 


